INDIA

Delhi’s RAW power under the spotlight

Spy agency faces increased accusations of assassinations, foreign meddling

India’s spy agency has come
irscber as aoc-
sations of its global activities .
foreign interference intensify
during Prime Minister Narendm
Modi's second term of office.

Analysts say Modi's 10-year
tenure has significantly enhanced
India’s intelligence-gathering
capabilities abroad afier the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), the country's premier spy
AZENICY, Wiks ZEIVEN IMOTe resources
and operational latinude,

“In the last decade, Modi and
|National Security Adviser] Ajit
Doval duo have improved fund-
ing and operational scope for the
RAW. This has certainly led 10 an
incressed role for the froum
the previous UPA [United
Progressive Alliance] regime,” said
Dheeraj Paramesha, a professor of
criminobogy at Britain's University
of Hull and an expert on the
Indian intelligence network.

Paramesha, however, said
RAW's recent foreign activities
were not unprecedented m
ous governments had pri
growing the country’s intelligence
capabilities.

“Under former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi [in the 1980s], the
scale of intelligence operations
was similar. So, there is not a rad-
ical change in the mandate as
stech. However, with the growth of
Indian foreign policy goals, the
targets have cerainly expanded.”

Several contentious accusa-

tinns about RAW's recent opera-
tions in other countries have put
the agency in the spotlight.

On April 29, The Washington
Post reported that an Indian intel-
ligence officer was involved in a
foiled plan to assassinate Sikh
separatist leader Gurpatwant
Singch Pannum on American sofl in
2023, presumably with the
approval of then RAW chiel
Samant Goel, who reported to
Modi

The Indian government
strongly refuted the claims, calling
them “unwarrantied and
unsubstantiated”,

Australian media outleis
reported that Canberra had
expelled two Indian nationals
who were accused of
The duo had alleged ﬂﬂf been
involved in attempting to steal
sensitive information related 1w
defence , lrpOrt securty,
e

The reports also ha.id they were
closely monitoring the Indian
diaspora in Australia and had
established connections with
current and former politicians.

While the Australian govern-
ment did not confirm the nation-
alities of the expelled individuals,
it acknowledged the incident
without giving details. The Indian
government dismissed the reparts
as unfounded.

RAW is a feared entity in South
Asia, with neighbouring countries
alarmed by the extensive reach of
the agency.

Analysts say the allegations
against RAW's operations have
ratcheted up during Modi's rule.

Sri Lanka's then-President
Maithripala Sirisena accused
RAW in 2018 of plotting an assas-
sination against him, leading 10 a
bitter political feud between the
WO counires.

Nepal blarmed RAW in 2020 for
meddling in the country’s intemal
political developments. Pakistan,
India’s arch-rival, frequently
alleges that Indian operatives
engage in activities 1o destabilise
the country,

Two critical aspects that deter-
mined the role of RAW's
tional capabilities were the will
and strength of political leader-
ship, said Paramesha.

“Indian intelligence, especially
foredgn intelligence. does not have
acharter of duties. So its roles and
responsibilities have developed
organically in response to threats,”
said Paramesha, who wrote the
book India’s Intellipence Culfure
and Strategic Surprises: Spying for
Sowath Block.

RAW was set up in 1968 follow-
ing the Sino-Indian war in 1962 to
counter the threats of China and
Pakistan. The agency's mandate

With the growth of
Indian foreign
policy goals, the
targets have
certainly expanded

has steadily grown over the dec-
ades as New Dedhi uses its intedli-
pence data to guide foreign policy
decisions,

Like the Central Intelli
Agency in the United States and
Mossad in Israel, RAW's mosi
senjor officials repont directly 1o
the country's top leaders.

Former RAW chiefs and inde-
pendent experts say RAW has
played a vital role in some of
India’s most historically signifi-
cant podicy decisions, such as the
creation of Bangladesh in 1971
and Delhi’s domestic nuclear
programme,

“Some leaders like Indira
Gandhi. Rajiv Gandhi, Atal Bihari
Vajpavee and Modi have used i
actively while others have not
showm much interest,” he added.

Echoing a similar view, a for-
mer RAW officer, who did not
wish to be identified, said the
strengthening of RAW's role in the
past 10 years was a "conscious
effort” of the government to pro-
ject India as a "formidable global
force”,

RAW's operations are clouded
in secrecy, including its staff
strength or

Owver the past decade, Indian
intelligence appears to target indi-
vidluals or organisations favouring
Kashmiri secessionism and
Khalistani separatism - two highly
sensitive issues for New Delhi.

While there have been acousa-

duns of Indian operatives carrying
ed in the United

F.'mg om, Pakistan, and

.-\ighanl:slanmﬁthe years, a sim-
ilar episode in Canada that ok
centre stage last vear tiggened the
worst diplomatic stand-off
between Ottawa and Delhi.



